Strangely, anthropologists have devoted a lot of energy investigating and recording other people's communities, yet very little time doing the same for their own. In 1982, Cambridge University anthropologist Jack Goody changed this when he recorded for posterity Meyer Fortes' lecture, "Divination"; Audrey Richards' talk, "On Fieldwork"; and M N Srinivas' talk, "On Looking Back." Discussion of each of their talks was also recorded in the same studio.
This effort continued when Goody's colleague, Alan Macfarlane, conducted an informal threehour interview with Christoph von Fürer-Haimendorf about his life and work on a lowband Umatic video camera in June 1983.
Some 20 years after these efforts the department of social anthropology at Cambridge became home to over 45 interviews and lectures recorded in a range of different video formats. We recognized then that it was clearly time to post Goody's experiment to the Internet. As a result, there is now an online visual archive of 57 video interviews and lectures spanning several generations of anthropologists and covering a range of important movements and topics in the field for anyone to download. The archive, Anthropological Ancestors, continues to grow as we interview more of our colleagues. The project, we hope, will enable our disciplinary descendants to catch a glimpse of the rich heritage of anthropological research and bring the frank insights of the authors behind the books we read, our "ancestors," alive. 
Generational Voices
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Notice of meetings with specific interest to anthropologists may be included in this column on a space-available basis and will be carried until the meeting takes place. Submit information via email to swalker@aaanet.org. As a service to attendees, please submit announcements at least three months prior to the deadline for proposals. 
Preserving the Voices
Enormous changes in audio-visual recording technology over the last half century have led to great improvements in the quality of recordings, along with backwards compatibility problems for archives. We realized in 2003, for example, that many of the early interviews would be lost if we didn't digitize or convert them to newer media since they were recorded on vanishing magnetic formats of deteriorating quality.
Furthermore, unless converted into a webcompatible format, the value and reach of this historical archive would remain restricted. With some modest support from the British Academy, the tapes were converted to digital format from VHS, Umatic, Video 8, Hi8 and other formats. The footage was then edited for various kinds of defects, and, very occasionally, for potentially libellous or damaging comments. Sarah Harrison and Mark Turin then undertook the time-consuming task of preparing summaries of the interviews in order to make them more useful, ranging from full transcripts (Haimendorf), very full summaries (Worsley, Lattimore, Barnes, Lambert) to shorter synopses.
Until 2004 it would have been extremely expensive to host even heavily compressed video files on a server for academic use, since each hour of MPEG 4 video occupies about 400 MB. Fortunately, the Universities of Cambridge and MIT had just launched Dspace, a digital archiving project (www.dspace.cam.ac.uk), and the Anthropological Ancestors collection was selected as the first visual data set from Cambridge.
The present system allows a user to watch a short extract of any interview, view the full interview in real time or download and save the whole interview for later use, perhaps of most interest to faculty teaching the history of anthropology who may want to burn the video file to CD or DVD. To the side of the film is a scrolling text field with a time-coded synopsis of the interview.
The Anthropological Ancestors collection is accessible at www.alanmacfarlane.com/ ancestors/index.html I
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